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1. Bean, Green

Both varieties received high ratings and were recommended

by the vast majority of gardeners. Gardeners appreciated

the vigor and yields of ‘Bush Blue Lake 274’. They loved

the straight, smooth and tender pods of ‘Jade II’.

2. Bean, Green Filet

“Maxibel’ germinated especially well for a filet bean (small

seeds) in cool soil. Yields were good; its pods were long,

thin, beautiful and delicious. ‘Masai’ was less vigorous. Its

pods were shorter but outstanding in quality.

3. Bean, Purple

‘Royal Burgundy’ germinated well and grew more vigorously.

It produced good yields. ‘Velour’ pods were slim, uniform

and straight. Many gardeners preferred its filet pod; others

preferred the traditional pod of ‘Royal Burgundy’.

4. Bean, Vegetable Soybean

‘Envy’ germinated much better than ‘Midori Giant’ in the

cool soil.  It was more reliable; every gardener recommended

it. The bigger-seeded ‘Midori Giant’ matched ‘Envy’ for yield

and quality traits. It received strong reviews as well.

5. Bean, Yardlong

‘Gita’ and ‘Orient Wonder’ thrived in 2012 but suffered in a

cooler 2013. ‘Orient Wonder’ showed greater tolerance to

cool temps. Earliness, yield and pod quality were similar.

Most gardeners did not enjoy the asparagus-like flavor.

6. Beet

Both varieties performed well and rated similarly for most

traits. When gardeners detected a difference, they usually

preferred ‘Merlin’. Its roots were uniform, round, bright red,

and sweet. Its leaves were healthy and good for greens.

B.Blue Lake 274 48 76 7.65

Jade II 52 76 7.60

(21 sites)

Pref Rec Rating

Variety (%) (%) (Avg.)

Masai 13 50 5.55

Maxibel 88 90 8.82

(12 sites)

Royal Burgundy 50 78 7.17

Velour 50 61 6.56

(18 sites)

Envy 75 100 8.50

Midori Giant 25 75 7.50

(7 sites)

Gita 37 51 5.20

Orient Wonder 63 34 5.84

(10 sites in 2012

and 11 sites in 2013)

Variety Pref Rec Rating

Variety Pref Rec Rating

Variety Pref Rec Rating

Variety Pref Rec Rating

Variety Pref Rec Rating

Detroit Dark Red 36 81 7.67

Merlin 64 88 8.27

(16 sites)

Gardeners participated in 86 trials, each trial comparing two promising vegetable or flower varieties. Over 250

gardeners rated the varieties for plant health, earliness, yield, and food/ornamental quality. In each trial they noted

which of the two varieties they preferred (Pref) and which of the varieties they would recommend (Rec) to other

gardeners. They rated the performance of each variety using a scale of 1 to 10, with 1 = poor and 10 = excellent.

All data and comments of gardeners are available in the complete report at www.dakotagardener.com/trials/. The

following is a summary of data, including our conclusions for each trial.

North Dakota Home Garden Variety Trials

2013 Summary
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7. Broccoli

“Packman’ performed especially well. Gardeners liked the

appearance and flavor of its heads. Yields were early and

abundant. Every gardener preferred it over ‘Coronado

Crown’, which did fine but was not special.

8. Carrot, Orange Chantenay

‘Hercules’ yields were abundant and reliable. Nearly every

gardener recommended it. ‘New Kuroda’ matched, or

exceeded it for looks and taste quality. It is a promising

variety especially for those who enjoy eating big, raw carrots.

9. Carrot, Orange Nantes

Both grew well. ‘Laguna’ matched or exceeded ‘Nectar’ for

all traits. It was sweeter, making it a great carrot for snacks.

Its plants were healthy, roots were uniform, and yields were

excellent. ‘Nectar’ carrots were longer; yet easier to dig.

10. Carrot, Purple

Gardeners were impressed with the dark color of ‘Deep

Purple’, but it had a tendency to develop forked roots. It

grew vigorously, matured earlier, and produced higher yields.

‘Purple Sun’ lacked vigor, but had straighter roots.

11. Carrot, Yellow

Both ‘Chablis Yellow’ and ‘Yellow Sun’ grew well and tasted

good (but not great). Every gardener recommended ‘Chablis

Yellow’. Its lush plants produced good yields. Its bright

yellow roots were longer and more uniform.

12. Corn, Ornamental

‘Fiesta’ grew vigorously and matured early. Its ears were

full-sized; the kernels were bright and colorful. The purple

coloring on some husks accentuated its beauty. The stalks

of ‘Wilda’s Pride’ grew tall, but ears did not always mature.

13. Corn, Popcorn

‘Robust 997’ grew vigorously. Its stalks were healthy and

its yields were impressive. The red kernels of ‘Red Beauty’

were stunning. Both varieties matured before frost. We won’t

know until later which variety pops and tastes better.

14. Corn, Bicolor Sugary Enhanced

‘Luscious’ showed more vigor and produced higher yields.

However, both varieties struggled to get established in the

cool, wet soil. Most gardeners would not recommend either

variety for that reason. Poor germination is not acceptable.

Coronado Crown 0 50 6.75

Packman 100 100 8.25

(6 sites)

Hercules 58 92 7.75

New Kuroda 42 69 7.33

(13 sites)

Deep Purple 55 83 6.58

Purple Sun 45 75 5.58

(12 sites)

Chablis Yellow 63 100 7.75

Yellow Sun 38 50 6.63

(8 sites)

Fiesta 75 75 8.50

Wilda’s Pride 25 25 5.50

(4 sites)

Red Beauty 0 67 5.00

Robust 997 100 67 6.00

(3 sites)

Ambrosia 50 29 3.17

Luscious 50 43 5.00

(8 sites)

Variety Pref Rec Rating

Variety Pref Rec Rating

Variety Pref Rec Rating

Variety Pref Rec Rating

Variety Pref Rec Rating

Variety Pref Rec Rating

Variety Pref Rec Rating

Laguna 65 75 7.89

Nectar 35 75 7.50

(40 sites)

Pref Rec Rating

Variety (%) (%) (Avg.)
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15. Corn, Bicolor Super Sweet

Shrunken kernel types are known to struggle in cold, wet

soils, but these varieties did well, especially ‘Mirai 350 BC’.

Both varieties grew well and produced good yields.

Gardeners loved the taste of ‘Xtra-Tender 277A’.

16. Corn, Yellow Super Sweet

Data and comments are limited, but ‘Vision’ performed well

at all sites. Germination of these shrunken kernel varieties

was less than ideal in the cold soil. Gardeners liked both

varieties, but ‘Vision’ was preferred for its superior taste.

17. Corn, Bicolor Synergistic

The vigor of ‘Allure’ was impressive. It germinated well and

developed strong stalks. Yields were good. Gardeners

preferred the look and taste of its ears. ‘Montauk’ struggled;

yields were poor and its ears were susceptible to smut.

18. Corn, Yellow Synergistic

‘Honey Select’ was superior. It grew more vigorously and

produced higher yields. It matured earlier, and its ears were

bigger and more attractive. The taste of ‘Applause’ was

comparable; many gardeners recommended the variety.

19. Cucumber, Pickling

‘Homemade Pickles’ matched or exceeded ‘Calypso’ in

earliness, yield and taste. Its vines got off to a stronger

start. Its fruits were uniform, straight and solid. ‘Calypso’

was good, but ‘Homemade Pickles’ was better.

20. Cucumber, Slicing

‘Straight Eight’ is productive in cool summers and it

outyielded the hybrid ‘General Lee’. Its seedlings got off to

a strong start. Gardeners liked the quality of ‘General Lee’

cucumbers; this variety yielded better in previous years.

21. Cucumber, Beit Alpha

‘Diva’ is not known for its vigor, but it germinated well in the

cool soil and produced good crops. Fruits were thin-skinned,

uniform in shape, crisp, mild, and burpless. Its competitor

was disqualified due to an error by our seed source.

22. Cucumber, Burpless

The vigorous vines of ‘Tasty Green’ produced earlier and

higher yields. Its fruits were more attractive. Gardeners liked

the smooth, dark skin and straight shape of ‘Summer Dance’

cucumbers, but overall the variety was less reliable.

Mirai 350 BC 38 60 6.90

Xtra-Tender 277A 63 89 7.88

(10 sites)

4001Y 25 75 7.25

Vision 75 75 8.75

(4 sites)

Allure 86 71 7.86

Montauk 14 14 4.00

(9 sites)

Applause 20 60 7.00

Honey Select 80 100 8.20

(5 sites)

Calypso 34 59 6.54

Homemade P. 66 73 7.57

(24 sites)

General Lee 44 50 6.88

Straight Eight 56 86 7.43

(10 sites)

Diva 82 8.09

(11 sites)

Variety Rec Rating

Variety Pref Rec Rating

Variety Pref Rec Rating

Variety Pref Rec Rating

Variety Pref Rec Rating

Variety Pref Rec Rating

Variety Pref Rec Rating

Pref Rec Rating

Variety (%) (%) (Avg.)

Summer Dance 38 48 6.38

Tasty Green 62 62 7.09

(23 sites)
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23. Gourd, Ornamental

Vigorous vines produced loads of gourds with rich colors

and eye-catching shapes. ‘Autumn Wings’ matured earlier.

Gardeners were enthralled with the diversity of “ugly” gourds

produced by ‘Gremlins’. Both varieties were outstanding.

24. Greens, Pak Choi

Gardeners were pleased by both varieties. ‘Prize Choy’

showed superior seedling vigor, but the overall edge goes

to the hybrid ‘Joi Choi’ for its higher yields and more attractive

plants. Both were highly susceptible to flea beetle damage.

25. Greens, Tatsoi

This trial was a disappointment due to poor germination.

Heavy rains washed out some seedbeds. ‘Tatsoi’ showed

superior germination and higher yields; while ‘Savoy Tatsoi’

was more flavorful. Flea beetles were a problem.

26. Kohlrabi, White

Gardeners liked ‘Winner’ for its early maturity and superior

quality. Its bulbs were more attractive and less subject to

splitting; its flavor was mild and fruity. ‘Kossak’ had higher

yields. Its larger bulbs did not get woody and were delicious.

27. Lettuce, Green Butterhead

Nearly everyone recommended both varieties. Gardeners

were impressed with the productivity, taste, and heat

tolerance of these lettuces. The varieties were comparable

in all traits with a slight, but consistent edge going to ‘Nancy’.

28. Lettuce, Red Butterhead

Both varieties performed well. Gardeners enjoyed their flavor

and resistance to bolting. Most gardeners preferred ‘Red

Cross’ for its impressive seedling vigor, superior resistance

to bolting, and brighter red leaves.

29. Lettuce, Green Crisphead

‘Reine des Glaces’ was good, but ‘Nevada’ was better.

‘Nevada’ rated higher for all traits. Its productivity, taste,

and heat tolerance were impressive. The heads were bright

green and heavy. Every gardener recommended ‘Nevada’.

30. Lettuce, Red Crisphead

Both varieties performed well, but most gardeners preferred

‘Sierra’. Its plants were healthier, more vigorous, and more

productive. Every gardener recommended it. The leaves of

‘Pablo’ were more colorful and especially beautiful.

Autumn Wings 50 78 7.25

Gremlins 50 78 7.50

(8 sites)

Merveille d.Q.S. 25 75 7.50

Red Cross 75 75 8.25

(5 sites)

Nevada 100 100 8.50

Reine d. Glaces 0 60 7.25

(5 sites)

Pablo 33 67 8.67

Sierra 67 100 9.00

(3 sites)

Joi Choi 50 67 7.00

Prize Choy 50 67 6.50

(8 sites)

Tatsoi 63 40 4.10

Tatsoi Savoy 38 20 3.33

(11 sites)

Kossak 43 75 7.14

Winner 57 88 8.29

(9 sites)

Nancy 71 88 8.13

Sylvesta 29 88 7.50

(9 sites)

Variety Pref Rec Rating

Variety Pref Rec Rating

Variety Pref Rec Rating

Variety Pref Rec Rating

Variety Pref Rec Rating

Variety Pref Rec Rating

Variety Pref Rec Rating

Pref Rec Rating

Variety (%) (%) (Avg.)
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31. Lettuce, Green Leaf

Gardeners liked both varieties and were evenly split on their

preferences. ‘Italienischer’ and ‘Venetian’ produced an

abundance of delicious, large leaves. Neither of the varieties

displayed a significant advantage over the other.

32. Lettuce, Red Leaf

The vigor of ‘New Red Fire’ was excellent, and gardeners

quickly harvested impressive yields of crisp lettuce. Every

gardener liked it. However, half of gardeners preferred ‘Red

Velvet’. Its plants were more intense in color, and delicious.

33. Lettuce, Red Oakleaf

‘Red Salad Bowl’ showed good germination and strong vigor.

This led to fuller stands and higher yields. Its plants were

more attractive and tasted better, too. Every gardener liked

it. The seedlings of ‘Mascara’ struggled in the heavy rains.

34. Lettuce, Romaine

Both varieties produced good crops of flavorful lettuce.

Gardeners were split on preferences. Some liked the taste

and extended harvest season of ‘Green Forest’. Others liked

the high yields, ruffled leaves, and full heads of ‘Crisp Mint’.

35. Melon, Cantaloupe

‘Athena’ was a reliable producer of good tasting melons

and outperformed ‘Sarah’s Choice’ in all traits including

earliness, yield and fruit quality. Both varieties suffered low

yields due to the cool, wet spring.

36. Melon, Large Cantaloupe

The cool spring led to poor germination. Half of gardeners

failed to harvest any fruits. ‘Superstar’ is the standard big

cantaloupe, but ‘Solstice’ was earlier and matched it for

flavor. Most gardeners preferred ‘Solstice’; data are limited.

37. Melon, Galia

‘Arava’ vines were vigorous and produced higher yields at

most sites. Its melons were attractive. ‘Passport’ is known

for earliness, but ‘Arava’ was just as early, if not earlier at

most sites. The cold, wet spring reduced yields.

38. Melon, Korean

‘Sun Jewel’ was rated superior for all traits: healthier vines,

earlier maturity, more attractive melons, and better tasting.

‘Ginkaku’ was a disappointment. Half of our gardeners

struggled to get ripe melons due to the cool, wet spring.

Mascara 17 33 5.50

Red Salad Bowl 83 100 7.93

(7 sites)

New Red Fire 50 100 7.57

Red Velvet 50 71 8.14

(7 sites)

Athena 82 83 7.82

Sarah’s Choice 18 58 6.18

(13 sites)

Crisp Mint 46 71 7.85

Green Forest 54 64 8.00

(14 sites)

Solstice 67 50 6.00

Superstar 33 50 6.25

(6 sites)

Arava 60 60 6.89

Passport 40 40 6.00

(10 sites)

Italienischer 50 75 8.00

Venetian 50 88 8.00

(8 sites)

Variety Pref Rec Rating

Variety Pref Rec Rating

Variety Pref Rec Rating

Variety Pref Rec Rating

Variety Pref Rec Rating

Variety Pref Rec Rating

Variety Pref Rec Rating

Pref Rec Rating

Variety (%) (%) (Avg.)

Ginkaku 11 13 3.42

Sun Jewel 89 56 6.75

(10 sites)
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39. Okra, Red

Most gardeners preferred ‘Carmine Splendor’. They enjoyed

the beauty of its blossoms and the quality of its pods. The

plants of ‘Red Burgundy’ were healthier, more vigorous, and

produced an earlier crop. Overall yields were comparable.

40. Pea, Freezing Shell

Both varieties were endorsed by the majority of gardeners.

Most preferred ‘Little Marvel’. Its small pods were packed

with sweet, flavorful peas. ‘Early Frosty’ showed strong

seedling vigor, matured early, and produced high yields.

41. Pea, Fresh Shell

Gardeners were impressed with the robust plants and high

yields of ‘Knight’. Its pods were uniform, straight and full of

flavorful peas. ‘Maestro Improved’ produced good early crops.

Its pods were long and its peas were delicious.

42. Pea, Snap

Both varieties grew well. ‘Sugar Ann’ showed superior

seedling vigor and produced good crops several days before

‘Cascadia’. Most gardeners preferred the taste of ‘Sugar

Ann’. Yields of the two varieties were comparable.

43. Pea, Snow

‘Oregon Sugar Pod 2’ has always done well in our trials. Its

robust vines produced impressive yields of pods that looked

attractive and tasted delicious. ‘Avalanche’ was acceptable,

but did not generate much excitement.

44. Pepper, Green Bell

Most gardeners were satisfied with both varieties. Gardeners

liked the size and shape of ‘Bell Boy’ fruits. Most of its

fruits had 4 lobes and were good for stuffing. ‘New Ace’

produced decent yields, but most fruits had only 3 lobes.

45. Pepper, Gold Bell

Few gardeners participated in this trial, but both ‘Flavorburst’

and ‘Golden Summer’ produced good crops. Their peppers

were brightly colored, and our gardeners enjoyed their flavor.

‘Flavorburst’ showed outstanding seedling vigor.

46. Pepper, Orange Bell

‘Orange Blaze’ germinated better, showed more vigor,

produced earlier, and its yields were vastly superior.

Although its peppers were smaller, they were brilliant orange.

‘Gourmet’ showed low germination, low vigor, and low yields.

Carmine Splendor 60 61 6.78

Red Burgundy 40 53 6.20

(9 sites in 2012

and 6 sites in 2013)

Early Frosty 42 77 7.00

Little Marvel 58 77 7.14

(14 sites)

Avalanche 31 56 6.88

Oregon S.P. 2 69 75 7.88

(18 sites)

Bell Boy 50 71 5.86

New Ace 50 57 5.71

(10 sites)

Cascadia 31 79 7.38

Sugar Ann 69 86 8.85

(15 sites)

Knight 59 75 7.41

Maestro Impr. 41 75 7.55

(26 sites)

Flavorburst 50 100 6.00

Golden Summer 50 100 6.50

(3 sites)

Variety Pref Rec Rating

Variety Pref Rec Rating

Variety Pref Rec Rating

Variety Pref Rec Rating

Variety Pref Rec Rating

Variety Pref Rec Rating

Variety Pref Rec Rating

Pref Rec Rating

Variety (%) (%) (Avg.)

Gourmet 0 0 3.67

Orange Blaze 100 100 7.60

(5 sites)
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47. Pepper, Italian

Both varieties produced an abundance of peppers at most

sites. Our small team of gardeners split on their preferences.

Some liked the large green fruits of “Giant Marconi’; others

preferred the yield and glossy red fruits of ‘Jimmy Nardello’s’.

48. Pepper, Italian Bullhorn

Plants were healthy and bore excellent crops. ‘Carmen’

produced an earlier crop, but most gardeners preferred

‘Marcato’. Its plants were more vigorous and productive.

Gardeners enjoyed its thick walled, glossy red fruits.

49. Pepper, Sweet Specialty

Both ‘Flamingo’ and ‘Gypsy’ performed well at most sites.

They produced loads of pale green, elongated fruits.

‘Flamingo’ plants were larger and more vigorous. Its fruits

were more uniform in shape and sweeter in taste.

50. Pepper, Ancho

‘Tiburon’ showed excellent germination and healthy growth.

It produced the first fruits and was more productive than

‘Ancho Grande’. ‘Ancho Grande’ did not make much of an

impression, good or bad, on our small team of gardeners.

51. Pepper, Cayenne

‘Cheyenne’ plants were tall and sturdy; its yields were very

good. Our small team of gardeners was especially impressed

with the size of the peppers. ‘Cayenne Long Red Thin’ did

well, but did not excel in any trait.

52. Pepper, Jalapeno

Both varieties produced an abundance of jalapenos in our

short growing season. ‘Mucho Nacho’ plants were healthier

and produced higher yields. Its fruits were deep green, larger,

and resisted cracking better.

53. Pepper, Santa Fe

Our small team of gardeners was impressed with the

productivity of both varieties. The plants were full of colorful

fruits. ‘Mariachi’ showed strong seedling vigor and developed

into healthy, compact plants.

54. Pumpkin, Miniature

Gardeners loved both varieties. Their vines produced an

abundance of fruits. ‘Munchkin’ pumpkins were bright

orange, ribbed, and had a flattened shape. ‘Wee-B-Little’

pumpkins were deep orange with a unique, globular shape.

Carmen 25 75 6.75

Marcato 75 75 7.75

(4 sites)

Cayenne L.R.T. 0 33 7.33

Cheyenne 100 100 8.33

(3 sites)

Giant Marconi 50 75 6.50

Jimmy Nardello’s 50 50 6.75

(4 sites)

Ancho Grande 0 0 5.00

Tiburon 100 100 9.00

(3 sites)

Early Jalapeno 20 60 6.60

Mucho Nacho 80 80 7.00

(5 sites)

Flamingo 67 67 8.00

Gypsy 33 67 7.67

(4 sites)

Mariachi 67 100 7.67

Santa Fe Grande 33 67 7.33

(3 sites)

Variety Pref Rec Rating

Variety Pref Rec Rating

Variety Pref Rec Rating

Variety Pref Rec Rating

Variety Pref Rec Rating

Variety Pref Rec Rating

Variety Pref Rec Rating

Pref Rec Rating

Variety (%) (%) (Avg.)

Munchkin 50 83 8.17

Wee-B-Little 50 83 8.00

(6 sites)
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Gladiator 78 89 8.00

Orange Rave 22 33 5.88

(9 sites)

Donkey 51 73 7.22

Tyee 49 69 7.02

(33 sites in 2012

and 13 sites in 2013)

Field Trip 25 57 7.86

Neon 75 88 8.75

(8 sites)

American P.T. 56 63 6.33

Laurentian 44 44 5.68

(10 sites in 2012

and 2 sites in 2013)

Olympia 50 71 7.59

Pigeon 50 65 6.47

(19 sites)

Big Doris 50 55 6.70

Howden Biggie 50 64 7.20

(11 sites)

Spineless Beauty 80 100 7.67

Zucchini Elite 20 83 6.83

(8 sites)

Variety Pref Rec Rating

Variety Pref Rec Rating

Variety Pref Rec Rating

Variety Pref Rec Rating

Variety Pref Rec Rating

Variety Pref Rec Rating

Variety Pref Rec Rating

Pref Rec Rating

Variety (%) (%) (Avg.)

Green Tiger 80 80 8.40

Safari 20 60 6.80

(5 sites)

55. Pumpkin, Small

Gardeners marveled at the precocious orange color and

early maturity of ‘Neon’. Its pumpkins were bright orange,

round and uniform. ‘Field Trip’ pumpkins were deeper orange

and its vines showed greater tolerance to powdery mildew.

56. Pumpkin, Midsize

‘Gladiator’ excelled in all traits. Its vines were healthier and

produced more. Gardeners liked the uniformity and deep

orange color of the fruits. The new variety ‘Orange Rave’

lacked vigor and was nothing to rave about.

57. Pumpkin, Large

Both varieties produced a lot of big, nice pumpkins. ‘Howden

Biggie’ produced slightly larger pumpkins while ‘Big Doris’

matured earlier. Gardeners enjoyed growing large pumpkins,

but modest ratings reflect satisfaction and not excitement.

58. Rutabaga

Most gardeners were introduced to rutabaga and many did

not like it. Both varieties suffered damage from maggots,

flea beetles and other pests. ‘American Purple Top’ was

preferred for its healthier plants and milder flavor of its roots.

59. Spinach, Savoy Leaf

Neither of the varieties was clearly better. In 2012, most

gardeners preferred ‘Donkey’ for its darker green leaves and

full flavor. In 2013, the germination of ‘Donkey’ dropped off,

and ‘Tyee’ was preferred for its productivity and mild flavor.

60. Spinach, Smooth Leaf

Both varieties grew well and showed good resistance to

bolting. ‘Olympia’ was more productive and its yields were

more consistent from site to site. ‘Pigeon’ was praised by

some gardeners for its thick, more flavorful leaves.

61. Squash, Green Zucchini

Both varieties grew well. ‘Spineless Beauty’ was preferred

for its early maturity, good yields of attractive fruits, and

healthy, spineless vines. Every gardener liked it. ‘Zucchini

Elite’ is a fine variety, but does not excel for any trait.

62. Squash, Green Stripe Zucchini

‘Green Tiger’ germinated better, grew faster and stronger,

produced earlier, produced higher yields, and had straighter

fruits. ‘Safari’ could match it for taste, but nothing else.

Gardeners showed a lot of enthusiasm for this trial.
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63. Squash, Yellow Zucchini

New variety ‘Easypick Gold’ outshined the standard ‘Gold

Rush’. Our small team liked the glossy, deep yellow color

and tenderness of the fruits. Its vines produced more fruits

and its open, nearly spineless habit made it easy to pick.

64. Swiss Chard, Pink

Both varieties performed well. ‘Peppermint’ got off to a strong

start and was very healthy. Many gardeners preferred its

multicolored stalks and crinkly leaves; others liked the

smoother leaves and productivity of ‘Magenta Sunset’.

65. Tomato, Bush

Gardeners gave high ratings to both varieties. Most preferred

‘Bush Early Girl II’. It was earlier at most sites and a heavy

producer. Every gardener liked it. ‘Better Bush’ had sturdier

vines that produced larger, more attractive tomatoes.

66. Tomato, Early

‘Stupice’ vines got off to a strong start and produced good

crops of tomatoes early in the season. Its fruits were juicy

and tasted better than those of ‘Siberian’. The fruits of

‘Siberian’ ripened later but were larger and more attractive.

67. Tomato, Main Season

Our small team of gardeners liked both varieties. Most

gardeners preferred ‘Mountain Fresh Plus’, primarily for the

looks of its big, bright red tomatoes. Gardeners noted the

early maturity and good yields of ‘Celebrity’.

68. Tomato, Black

Our small team was disappointed with both varieties.

Seedlings lacked vigor, yields were poor, and the flavor was

fair at best. None of researchers could recommend either

of these varieties.

69. Tomato, Canning

A cool spring, transplant shock, and hailstorms damaged

several sites. Few, if any conclusions can be drawn, but

‘Roma VF’ was the preferred choice among our small team

of gardeners. They liked its yield and the quality of its fruits.

70. Watermelon, Red

Both varieties produced good quality, ripe melons. Most

gardeners preferred ‘Sweet Dakota Rose’. Its vines were

healthier and produced higher yields. It matched, if not

exceeded ‘Sweet Favorite’ for earliness, looks and flavor.

Magenta Sunset 50 71 7.43

Peppermint 50 86 7.71

(8 sites)

Celebrity 33 67 7.33

Mtn. Fresh Plus 67 67 8.00

(5 sites)

Easypick Gold 100 100 7.33

Gold Rush 0 33 5.33

(3 sites)

Siberian 20 50 4.75

Stupice 80 75 7.50

(6 sites)

Black Prince 50 0 3.50

Indigo Rose 50 0 4.00

(3 sites)

Better Bush 40 60 7.60

Bush Early Girl II 60 100 8.40

(5 sites)

Roma VF 100 100 8.00

Viva Italia 0 50 7.00

(5 sites)

Variety Pref Rec Rating

Variety Pref Rec Rating

Variety Pref Rec Rating

Variety Pref Rec Rating

Variety Pref Rec Rating

Variety Pref Rec Rating

Variety Pref Rec Rating

Pref Rec Rating

Variety (%) (%) (Avg.)

Sweet Dakota R. 70 70 7.90

Sweet Favorite 30 70 7.60

(15 sites)
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Early Moonbeam 100 75 7.80

Yellow Doll 0 20 5.40

(6 sites)

Amethyst Impr. 100 100 9.00

Purple Ruffles 0 50 6.00

(5 sites)

Blacktail Mtn. 0 0 2.00

Sugar Baby 100 33 5.00

(5 sites)

Mrs. Burns 35 76 8.00

Sweet Dani 65 87 8.37

(10 sites in 2012

and 5 sites in 2013)

Caribe 90 90 8.10

Confetti 10 50 5.30

(10 sites)

Genovese 67 100 7.33

Nufar 33 33 6.00

(4 sites)

Giant of Italy 67 63 6.88

Titan 33 38 6.75

(10 sites)

Variety Pref Rec Rating

Variety Pref Rec Rating

Variety Pref Rec Rating

Variety Pref Rec Rating

Variety Pref Rec Rating

Variety Pref Rec Rating

Variety Pref Rec Rating

Pref Rec Rating

Variety (%) (%) (Avg.)

Double Click Mix 83 100 9.00

Versailles Mix 17 71 6.67

(7 sites)

71. Watermelon, Red Icebox

Both ‘Blacktail Mountain’ and ‘Sugar Baby’ struggled to

get established in the cool, wet spring. ‘Sugar Baby’ was

more reliable and produced a few melons. Most gardeners

did not recommend either variety.

72. Watermelon, Yellow Icebox

‘Early Moonbeam’ vines were more vigorous and produced

ripe watermelons earlier than ‘Yellow Doll’. It produced more

melons, too. ‘Yellow Doll’ struggled in the cool, wet spring.

Its melons were fewer in number but sweeter in taste.

73. Basil, Italian

‘Genovese’ was preferred 2 to 1 among members of our

small team of gardeners. All gardeners recommended it.

The performance of ‘Genovese’ matched if not exceeded

that of ‘Nufar’ for all yield and quality traits.

74. Basil, Lemon

Gardeners loved both varieties, which rated similarly for

health, yield and flavor. Most gardeners preferred ‘Sweet

Dani’. It showed superior seedling vigor and rapid growth.

The bright green leaves of ‘Mrs. Burns’ were very attractive.

75. Basil, Purple

‘Amethyst Improved’ was healthier and more beautiful than

‘Purple Ruffles’. The color was more uniform and shiny.

Gardeners preferred its true Genovese taste, too. Data for

this trial are limited as heavy rains washed out a few sites.

76. Cilantro

‘Caribe’ plants were healthier, more robust, and full of

attractive, flavorful leaves. ‘Confetti’ is nothing more than a

novelty. It lacks vigor and flavor. Even as a novelty it flops

since its unique quality—its frilly leaf shape—was not liked.

77. Parsley

Most gardeners preferred ‘Giant of Italy’ for its larger leaves,

early season vigor, and overall health. Some gardeners noted

the mild, sweet flavor of ‘Titan’. Parsley seeds were slow to

germinate and stands suffered due to the cool, wet spring.

78. Cosmos

‘Double Click Mix’ received very high ratings. Gardeners

were impressed with the size, abundance, and long life of

its blooms. ‘Versailles Mix’ plants were healthy, but could

not match the showiness of ‘Double Click Mix’ in the garden.
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79. Cosmos, Sulphur

Gardeners loved both varieties. ‘Bright Lights’ bloomed

earlier at most sites; its shrubby plants were adorned with

gold and orange flowers. ‘Diablo’ had a more compact habit

and was covered with eye-catching scarlet-orange blooms.

80. Sunflower, Dwarf

‘Firecracker’ was more vigorous, bloomed earlier, and

produced more flowers. It was more attractive. Most

gardeners liked the subtle yellow shades of ‘Music Box’,

but preferred the bold red and gold bursts of ‘Firecracker’.

81. Sunflower, Gold Cutting

These single-stem varieties were developed for cut flower

production, and gardeners liked both. Overall, the edge went

to ‘ProCut Gold’ for its remarkable earliness, plant vigor,

and uniformity of flower.

82. Sunflower, Orange

‘Soraya’ was healthier, bloomed earlier, and was more free

flowering. It received high ratings and unanimous approval

from our small team of gardeners. The blooms of the shorter-

stalked ‘Sonja’ could not match the radiance of ‘Soraya’.

83. Sunflower, Double Petal

‘Greenburst’ showed strong seedling vigor, sturdy multi-

stemmed stalks, and healthy plants. It bloomed earlier and

prolifically. ‘Double Quick Orange’ had an attractive bloom

and its single-stem habit made it suited for cut flowers.

84. Wheat, Ornamental

Gardeners were charmed by the understated beauty of

wheat. Many were fascinated by the unique blue heads

and black beards of ‘Utrecht Blue’. ‘Black Tip’, with its white

heads and black beards, grew easily and bloomed earlier.

85. Zinnia, Coral

Gardeners liked both varieties. The petal colors of ‘Benary’s

Giant Coral’ were true and bright; its flowers were big and

plentiful; and its flower stems were sturdy. ‘Senora’ matched

it in many ways, but its blooms were less brilliant.

86. Zinnia, Cutting

‘Oklahoma Mix’ and ‘Sunbow Mix’ produced an abundance

of bright, colorful flowers for bouquets. ‘Oklahoma Mix’

matched or exceeded ‘Sunbow Mix’ in all traits, including

plant health, earliness, abundance of blooms, and beauty.

Firecracker 80 100 8.50

Music Box 20 70 6.90

(13 sites)

Double Quick O. 25 63 5.63

Greenburst 75 88 8.00

(9 sites)

Bright Lights 50 83 7.92

Diablo 50 83 8.00

(12 sites)

Sonja 0 33 4.33

Soraya 100 100 8.67

(3 sites)

Black Tip 44 60 5.50

Utrecht Blue 56 78 7.00

(9 sites)

ProCut Gold 67 100 7.75

Sunrich Gold 33 75 6.50

(4 sites)

Benary’s G. Coral 60 86 8.21

Senora 40 79 7.36

(9 sites)

Variety Pref Rec Rating

Variety Pref Rec Rating

Variety Pref Rec Rating

Variety Pref Rec Rating

Variety Pref Rec Rating

Variety Pref Rec Rating

Variety Pref Rec Rating

Pref Rec Rating

Variety (%) (%) (Avg.)

Oklahoma Mix 78 100 8.42

Sunbow Mix 22 74 7.21

(20 sites)
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Photo Credits

This project is conducted for educational purposes only. No profits

are made from this program. Photos in this document are adapted

from photos made available under Creative Commons licenses

specified by the photographer, all allowing for adaptation,

modification or building upon: Cover: tomatoes #1 by Ben McLeod,

http://www.flickr.com/photos/benmcleod/39266302/ and Tomatoes

at home by Jiri Brozovsky, http:/www.flickr.com/photos/7958754@N03/

7823563274/;; Trial 1: Long beans by Adam Fagen, http://

www.flickr.com/photos/51035749109@N01/8045984412/; 2: Green

Beans 54/365 by gravity_grave, http://www.flickr.com/photos/

laureenp/5042670724/; 3: Purple Green Beans by Jason Hamner,

http://www.flickr.com/photos/24644315@N04/5959271735/; 4: {6-11}

edamame by Jennifer Pack, http://www.flickr.com/photos/

29426084@N00/18691193/; 5: Chinese Yardlong Beans  by

arsheffield, http://www.flickr.com/photos/arsheffield/5403319401/; ;

6: Beets at the Alhambra Farmers’ Market… by Nathan Gray, http://

www.flickr.com/photos/a-culinary-photo-journal/3133566149/; 7:

Broccoli by Linda N., http://www.flickr.com/photos/22748341@N00/

2638500179/; 8: Carrots and Eggplants by Elizabeth Thomsen,

http://www.flickr.com/photos/ethomsen/2690055049/; 9: Orange

Carrots by Dan Klimke, http://www.flickr.com/photos/dklimke/

3630474098/; 10: Purple Carrots  by MooBob42, http://

www.flickr.com/photos/61355725@N00/2384863777/; 11:

IMG_8605.jpg by adaenn, http://www.flickr.com/photos/adaenn/

1356900250/; 12: Indian Corn by Stefani, http://www.flickr.com/

photos/8281162@N06/1546600906/; 13: Popcorn 2 by yuon2003,

http://www.flickr.com/photos/yuan2003/6131841512/; 14: Farm Fresh

Nebraska Sweet Corn by shannonpatrick17, http://www.flickr.com/

photos/shannonpatrick17/2741977165/; 15: 158/365 June 7 - Fresh

by Sharon Drummond, http://www.flickr.com/photos/dolmansaxlil/

5810298388/; 16: summer sweet corn by Robert Couse-Baker, http:/

/www.flickr.com/photos/29233640@N07/5972228077/; 17: corn,

beautiful corn 01 by cammy heart claudia, http://www.flickr.com/

photos/cammyclaudia/3795781431/; 18: sweet corn by

alice_henneman, http://www.flickr.com/photos/alicehenneman/

6120743468/; 19: Pickle Wanna’ be by georbott, http://

www.flickr.com/photos/deep_6/2167979208/; 20: Cucumber by Dan

Klimke, http://www.flickr.com/photos/dklimke/4639932167/; 21:

Mediterranean Cucumbers by Darya Pino, http://www.flickr.com/

photos/summertomato/4508709949/; 22: Japanese Cucumbers by

Timothy Takemoto, http://www.flickr.com/photos/nihonbunka/

12878137/; 23: Gourds by Joe Schlabotnik, http://www.flickr.com/

photos/joeshlabotnik/1806527723/; 24: Pak choi by Jeremy Keith,

http://www.flickr.com/photos/adactio/4701360954/; 25: First Root

Farm CSA Fourth Pickup #2 by Tim Sackton, http://www.flickr.com/

photos/sackton/4732567148/; 26: Kohlrabi by Lisa Norwood, http://

www.flickr.com/photos/lisanorwood/949106804/; 27: Lettuce  by

Dwight Sipler, http://www.flickr.com/photos/photofarmer/4988502260/

; 28: New Lettuce by Dwight Sipler, http://www.flickr.com/photos/

photofarmer/6193662526/; 29: Lettuce by Dwight Sipler, http://

www.flickr.com/photos/photofarmer/4988502522/; 30: Red Leaf

Lettuce from Asian Market by flippinyank, http://www.flickr.com/

photos/26326001@N08/3846014825/; 31: Grand  Rapids Lettuce

by Jeremy Bronson, http://www.flickr.com/photos/jbrons/4686922342/

; 32: Lettuce by Dwight Sipler, http://www.flickr.com/photos/

photofarmer/4988502364/; 33: seriously beautiful red oak leaf

lettuce from tomatero farms by freshelectrons, http://www.flickr.com/

photos/freshelectrons/6660964427/; 34: Crunchy Romaine Lettuce

by Mercedes, http://www.flickr.com/photos/lawrencefarmersmarket/

2529145266/; 35: Melon Season by Judy Knesel, http://

www.flickr.com/photos/jknesel/4476564138/; 36: Cantaloupes by

Indiana Public Media/WFIU Public Radio, http://www.flickr.com/

photos/wfiupublicradio/4856142697/; 37: Galia melon quarters by

Richard North, http://www.flickr.com/photos/richardnorth/

7704638642/; 38: Yellow squash by Dan Iggers, http://www.flickr.com/

photos/fortinbras/4923740547/; 39: Red okra by Melinda Shelton,

http://www.flickr.com/photos/melindashelton/2843818803/; 40:

Frozen peas by Dani Armengol Garreta, http://www.flickr.com/photos/

parap/4579569972/; 41: Peas in a pod by Dave Gunn, http://

www.flickr.com/photos/shelley_dave/2696663858/; 42: Sugar Snap

Peas by Your Secret Admiral/Julie, http://www.flickr.com/photos/

yoursecretadmiral/4707352649/; 43: Snow Pea by norwich nuts,

http://www.flickr.com/photos/veganfeast/4996848357/; 44: green

peppers by Ian Turton, http://www.flickr.com/photos/16041363@N00/

3733048642/; 45: Peppery by Bill Kowk, http://www.flickr.com/photos/

30531256@N04/3413973572/; 46: Orange Peppers by Clint Mickel,

http://www.flickr.com/photos/30649191@N00/9138019295/; 47:

Peppers! by Ian Ransley, http://www.flickr.com/photos/design-dog/

1105387136/; 48: capsicum by Takato Marui,

http://www.flickr.com/photos/m-louis/2049526235/; 49: Gypsy

Peppers  by Reid Beels, http://www.flickr.com/photos/reidab/

1347445489/; 50: Poblano Chili by Akaporn Bhothisuwan, http://

www.flickr.com/photos/akaporn/4885539450/; 51: Red Peppers by

George Brett, http://www.flickr.com/photos/orpost/3890670791/; 52:

Jalapeño  by lucianvenutian, http://www.flickr.com/photos/

lucianvenutian/898368349/; 53: Peppers at the market by La Citta

Vita, http://www.flickr.com/photos/49539505@N04/6262714188/; 54:

l ittle pumpkins by Ginny, http://www.flickr.com/photos/

78011127@N00/2938151720/; 55: Pumpkins by Nadia Prigoda-Lee,

http://www.flickr.com/photos/57977817@N00/56425560/; 56:

Pumpkin by Lady_Fox, http://www.flickr.com/photos/lady_fox/

1763413173/; 57: a big one by jasleen_kaur, http://www.flickr.com/

photos/25384802@N08/2925500058/; 58: rutabagas  by

bourgeoisbee, http://www.flickr.com/photos/bourgeoisbee/

1956050903/; 59: A Pound of Spinach -- Fresh from the garden by

Robb & Jessie Stankey, http://www.flickr.com/photos/robbplusjessie/

3639148843/; 60: Baby spinach by Robin, http://www.flickr.com/

photos/goofygouda/4670222381/; 61: Organic Zucchini by

ilovebutter, http://www.flickr.com/photos/jdickert/852904568/; 62:

zucchini by UGA College of Agriculture, http://www.flickr.com/photos/

ugacommunications/5965110798/; 63: Squashed by Abbyladybug,

http://www.flickr.com/photos/abbyladybug/3747600282/; 64: chard:

a leaf and stems by Yu, http://www.flickr.com/photos/ubookworm/

31066093/; 65: Les Tomates by Jess, http://www.flickr.com/photos/

jels/5219108481/; 66: red and ripe by Greg Pevirell-Conti, http://

www.flickr.com/photos/gregpc/2305709784/; 67: Firey Tomatoes by

Swaminathan, http://www.flickr.com/photos/araswami/1068420494/

; 68: Black Krim tomato by Indirect Heat, http://www.flickr.com/photos/

indirectheat/4789013776/; 69: roma by Kelly, http://www.flickr.com/

photos/spinksy/298570380/; 70: watermelon is love by Edward

O’Connor, http://www.flickr.com/photos/hober/168648375/; 71:

Watermelon II by Still Burning, http://www.flickr.com/photos/

stillburning/190685771/; 72: yellow watermelon by Greg Hirson,

http://www.flickr.com/photos/ghirson/42770867/; 73: Basil by Amanda

Slater, http://www.flickr.com/photos/pikerslanefarm/2650630412/; 74:

lemon basil by Joan, http://www.flickr.com/photos/pipdiddly/

4969488166/; 75: Purple Basil by Patrick Bennett, http://

www.flickr.com/photos/-patrickb-/5838864066/; 76: Coriander in a

close-up by Henrique Vicente, http://www.flickr.com/photos/

henriquev/41333668/; 77: Flat-leafed parsley by Jeremy Keith, http:/

/www.flickr.com/photos/adactio/2856031477/; 78: Pink cosmos and

bee by Dennis Wong, http://www.flickr.com/photos/denniswong/

3375540542/; 79: Chorus Line by John, http://www.flickr.com/photos/

puzzler4879/5349425408/; 80: Bee Enjoying A Sunflower by Audrey,

http://www.flickr.com/photos/audreyjm529/939989293/; 81:

Sunflower blossom / bee by Ctd 2005, http://www.flickr.com/photos/

kikisdad/40410814/; 82: Trio by Roger Lynn, http://www.flickr.com/

photos/rogerlynn/1181903351/; 83: Bright Happy Face Sunflower

by Audrey, http://www.flickr.com/photos/audreyjm529/197161152/;

84: Durum wheat spike by International Maize and Wheat

Improvement Center, http://www.flickr.com/photos/cimmyt/

5146721586/; 85: Zinnia by TexasEagle, http://www.flickr.com/

photos/texaseagle/7411654870/; 86: Pretty in Pink by

BlueRidgeKitties, http://www.flickr.com/photos/blueridgekitties/

4836624430/.
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